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whose head court was situated abroad. Among the functions
assigned to the Elbing officials it was their task to detect
' short entries ' in goods landed at the port, and to inflict
penalties on offenders against the ordinances ' by fine or
seizure of their goods' x. As the staple town, Elbing was the
seat of the Company's trade, though members were allowed
to traffic direct with Sweden, Norway and Denmark, on
condition of " making their returns directly from thence
through the Sound westward"2. The chief commodity
shipped from England was cloth ; and, again in contrast
with the Merchant Adventurers, Eastland merchants were
restricted to cloth already dyed and dressed, except for two
hundred white cloths8. The imports included corn, flax,
linen, and materials for shipping—hemp, cordage, pitch, tar
and timber—as well as gold and silver*. The Company's
activities thus accorded with the current economic doctrines,
which favoured the export of goods fully manufactured and
the import of raw materials and precious metals. The one
exception was hemp and flax, which in the early part of the
seventeenth century were imported ready dressed—an
' hurtful error in trade', denounced by the flax-dressers in
the same way as the cloth-dressers attacked the export of
unfinished cloth5. The volume of the Company's trade was
much below that of the Merchant Adventurers : it was re-
presented in 1619 as only one-eighth6. Roger Coke asserts
that prior to 1640 the Eastland merchants vended yearly
20,000 broad cloths apart from kersies and other woollen
goods7, but his figures appear excessive. A parliamentary
committee of trade reported in 1624 that they shipped abroad
annually 8000 cloths dyed and dressed 8; and in 1659 &&
1 Acts and Ordinances of the Eastland Company, 36-37, 46-47.
 *	Ibid. 22-23.
 *	Ibid. 149.    Other exports included skins, lead, tin, coal, etc. :   ibid.
pp. lii-liii.
4 Corn : Rymer, Foedera, xvii. 414. Gold and silver : State Papers
Domestic, 1659-1660, p. 283. ' Especially Hungarian ducats * : Coke,
Treatise (1675), iii. 32. Other commodities : Acts and Ordinances of the
Eastland Company, 152 ; Acts of the Privy Council, 1615-1616, p. 142.
6 Rymer, Foedera, xvii. 414 (1622).   See infra, vol. iii. 375.
6 State Papers Domestic, 1619-1623, p. 5.
*	Coke, Treatise (1675), iii. 33.
8 House of Commons Journals, i. 793. Cf. Hist. MSS. Contm. Cowpev*
i, 162.

